RELIGION AND THE STATE
Italy's eminence in many of the applied sciences
can be traced to the successful introduction of
the germs of Mohammedan science into that
country by Pope Sylvester. As Dr. Draper
says:
" In all this we see the beginning of the
struggle between Mohammedan learning and
morals and Italian ignorance and crimes."
Roger Bacon did not meet with the same
success. The authorities of Oxford rejected his
proposal to found a chair of Oriental languages ;
and the priests, alarmed by the spirit of
* inquiry awakened by his scientific researches,
caused him to be imprisoned. Giordano
Bruno, for his defence of the Copernican
system of astronomy, was burned at the stake.
This was in 1600. Centuries before then the Al
Raschids, Almansors, and Almaimuns were so
eager to encourage learning that we read of
caravans of camels laden with books entering the
gates of Bagdad every day. When he had
vanquished the army of the Greek Emperor
Michael III., Almansor asked no spoils of victory
beyond copies of the best Greek authors. Before
the end of his reign, the Arab thus had excellent
translations of the works of Hippocrates, Galen,
Ptolemy, Euclid, and Aristotle. In astronomy
and geography, the Arabs were supreme.
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